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1 Introduction

1.1 Overview

1.1.1 This draftfinal Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by National
Grid Electricity Transmission plc (referred to as National Grid within this document)
and National Highways (Lower Thames Crossing). It identifies areas of the Norwich
to Tilbury Development Consent Order (DCO) application (the Application) where
matters are agreed, under discussion or not agreed between the parties.

1.1.2 This SoCG has been structured to reflect topics of the Application which are relevant
to National Highways, specifically in relation to the interface with the Lower Thames
Crossing Project. A separate SoCG has been prepared for wider National Highways
matters. The following bullet points present the topics covered in this document:

e Project design and construction programme, and the order limits
e Ecology and Biodiversity

e Traffic and Transport

e Cumulative Effects

e Development Consent Order

e Other Consents

-
N

Summary of matters under discussion

N
N
N

The parties have continued to engage on all key matters and will continue to do so
following the close of the Examination. Table 3.2 sets out the current status of those
matters as at Deadline 7.
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1.3 Project Description

1.3.1 The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission

system in East Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising:

e A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately 180
km overall length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via
Bramford Substation, a new East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation
and a new Tilbury North Substation, including:
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1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

1.4

1.41

— Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately 509
pylons, either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height) or
low height steel lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some of
which would be gantries (typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed Cable
Sealing End (CSE) compounds or existing or proposed substations

— Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be
located through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB41AONB)

e Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect the
overhead lines to the underground cables

e Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation and a
substation extension at the existing Bramford Substation

e A new 400 kV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN
Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air
Insulated Switchgear (AlS) substation

e A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred to
as the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed
to be a Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation

e Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines
to facilitate the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North
Substation to provide connection to the Tilbury Substation

e Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.

In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required to
facilitate the construction of the Project. There would also be land required for
environmental mitigation and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily for
construction activities including, for example, working areas for construction
equipment and machinery, site offices, welfare, storage and temporary construction
access.

The Project would be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with
applicable health and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design
safety standards including the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS),
which sets out the criteria and methodology for planning and operating the National
Electricity Transmission System (NETS). This informs a suite of National Grid
policies and processes, which contain details on design standards required to be met
when designing, constructing and operating assets such as those proposed for the
Project.

Format and Structure of this Document

This SoCG is structured as follows:

e Section 2 provides a summary of the key engagement undertaken to date with
National Highways
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e Section 3 summarises the key matters and captures the status of each issue /
matter

e Section 4 includes the sign off sheet
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2 Record of Key Engagement

2.1 Summary of Key Engagement

2.1.1 National Grid has engaged with National Highways (Lower Thames Crossing, LTC)
on the Project throughout the pre-application process.

Table 2.1

Summary of engagement between National Grid and LTC

Date

Format

Topic/Description

April 2022 to
August 2023

Meetings

National Grid (NG) presented information on how the
Project was evolving from the evaluation of strategic

options to a preliminary preferred graduated swathe
within which new infrastructure (pylons and
underground cables) could be located, and how access
to this could be approached with respect to the
Strategic Road Network and the proposed LTC

August 2023 Meeting Discussions held around the development of a number
of Traffic and Transport aspects relating to the Strategic

Road Network.

Discussions continued around the development of a
number of Traffic and Transport aspects relating to the
Strategic Road Network.

March 2024 Meeting

Spring 2025 Consultation Targeted consultation by NG on the proposed changes

to the connection at Tilbury

April 2025 Letter Letter from Lower Thames Crossing (LTC) setting out
matters to be discussed further, specific to the Lower
Thames Crossing Interface and set out in a Statement

of Common Ground.

5" August 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss letter received from LTC in April

2025, and to introduce Scenario B

15t September  Meeting Meeting to introduce respective land and property
2025 teams and discuss high level issues relating to land
acquisition and engagement with landowners

23" QOctober
2025

14" November  Letter Request from LTC for NG to remove Scenario A and
2025 proceed only with Scenario B

Meeting Meeting to discuss the overlapping land plots

27" November  Meeting Discussions concerning the provision of replacement
2025 ancient woodland and nitrogen deposition
compensation planting

National Grid | May-2026July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 7
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Date

15t December
2025

18t December
2026
23" December

2026
6" January 2026

9" January 2026

9t January 2026

13t January
2026

14" January
2026

20" January
2026

21st January
2026

27" January
2026

2" February
2026

3 February
2026

5" February
2026

10" February
2026

16" February

2" March 2026
3" March 2026

6" March 2026

National Grid | May-2026July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury

Format

Letter

E-mail

E-mail

Meeting
E-mail

E-mail

E-mail

E-mail

E-mail

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

E-mail

E-mail

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Topic/Description

V2 Draft HoT shared with LTC

E-mail from NG covering the programme of
engagement, matters raised in RRs, SoCGs and LTC’s
request for overlay plans

E-mail containing NGNG project updates and related
maps

Meeting to review GIS data and to discuss the format of
overlay plans

E-mail from LTC linking to their requirements register,
containing details regarding their Stamford Road
Bridge/JJY change

Version 1 Overlay Maps shared with LTC

Confirmation from NG that their Rule 6 letter has been
published on the PINS site

NG informed LTC of their intention to proceed with
Scenario B only

Version 2 Overlay Maps shared with LTC

Workshop to discuss programme, interfaces and
environmental mitigation and compensation

Meeting between legal teams to discuss DCO drafting
and a potential side agreement

Meeting to follow-up on workshop actions and for LTC
to present their draft programme

LTC shared their draft construction programme with NG

Version 3 Overlay Maps shared with LTC

Meeting to discuss potential network interfaces

Meeting to provide an update on previous actions
including outages, ecological mitigation, draft survey
programmes and LTC’s proposed design refinements

Meeting to provide an update on actions and Tilbury
North substation site selection

Landowner engagement meeting to discuss overlapping
land rights and communications with landowners

Joint meeting with LTC and NE to discuss ancient
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Date Format Topic/Description

woodland and nitrogen deposition alternative
compensation sites and the Tilbury North Substation
Site Selection

27" March 2026 Meeting Meeting to present the updated permanent design, and
to provide an update following the PAG Outage
Meeting. The Applicant also shared updated CAD
drawings detailing the permanent design.

10" April 2026  Meeting Meeting to discuss the timetable for production of the
SoCG

13% April 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the examination programme and
future meeting schedule

27" April 2026  E-mail The Applicant shared the full set of GIS data which will

inform the updated plans to be submitted into the
examination at Deadline 4

28" April 2026 ~ Meeting Meeting to present NTT plans for Scenario B and
interfaces with the LTC and its construction programme.
28" April 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant, LTC and NE to discuss

the suitability of the alternative proposed sites in
relation to the Nitrogen Deposition compensation.

6" May 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC and their
respective legal teams to discuss ancient woodland and
NDep compensation.

11" May 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC to discuss the
Applicant’s access strategy.
26" May 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC and their

respective legal teams to discuss the Heads of Terms
for the side agreement.

26™ May 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC to discuss
SoCG matters and LTC’s request for a Cost Recovery
Agreement.

29" May 2026 E-mail The Applicant shared updated land plans for Section H

with LTC in advance of their submission into the
examination at Deadline 5.

3" June 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC and their
respective legal teams to discuss access matters within

the Heads of Terms for the side agreement.

4™ June 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC and their
respective legal teams to discuss environment matters
within the Heads of Terms for the side agreement.

15" June 2026  Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC to discuss land

related matters.

17" June 2026  E-mail The Applicant shared a plan including their proposed
NDep compensation sites with LTC.
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Date Format Topic/Description

19" June 2026  Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC'’s respective
Project Directors to discuss progress to date.

19" June 2026  E-mail The Applicant shared a plan including the Primary
Access Routes to the south of the A13 with LTC.

22M June 2026  Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC’s respective
legal teams to discuss the drafting of the Heads of
Terms for the Side Agreement.

15t July 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC to discuss

2026 interfacing land plots

3 July 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC'’s respective
Project Directors to discuss progress to date.

6" July 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC to discuss
matters relating to the SoCG

Eﬁ July 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC to discuss
ongoing engagement requirements, and the programme
for sharing detailed design information

17" July 2026 Meeting Meeting between the Applicant and LTC to discuss the
draft Protective Provisions LTC submitted at Deadline
6.

2.1.2 In addition to the interactions listed above, since 27" January 2026, National Grid’s

and LTC’s legal teams have been meeting on a regularfortnightly basis to discuss
the legal mechanisms for protections for the LTC. Discussions are ongoing.

National Grid | May-2026July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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3 Matters Agreed, Not Agreed or Under

Discussion
3.1 Overview
3.1.1 This chapter details the matters relevant to National Highways (Lower Thames

Crossing) which have been agreed, not agreed or are under discussion between the
parties. Matters are arranged by topic (using broad headings, or EIA chapter
headings where appropriate) and each matter is given a unique reference number to
aid identification.

3.1.2 The red, amber, green, greenblue* status shows the level of agreement with National
Highways (lower Thames Crossing). Descriptions of the different levels are
summarised in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1  Agreement status for matters presented in Table 3.2

Status Description
Indicates a final position, where it has not been possible to resolve the issue
to the agreement of both parties and there remains a difference of opinion.
Under Indicates where issues are the subject of active on-going discussion.
Discussion
Agreed Indicates where an issue has been agreed or resolved satisfactorily to the

agreement of both parties.

Indicates where an issue has-beenmay be agreed or resolved satisfactorily
to the agreement of both parties, howeverthe-stakeholderwould-like-to-see-
this-changereflected-inupdated- DCO documentssubject to completion of a
Side Agreement which makes further provision for this matter. The parties
acknowledge the need for continued engagement to finalise the agreement.

3.1.3 Engagement will continue as the Project develops and progresses through the
various stages of the DCO process.

3.1.4 Table 3.2 provides the matters agreed, agreed*, not agreed or under discussion in
relation to the various topics.

National Grid | May-2026July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 11
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Docusign Envelope ID: D0084D28-A3BE-877E-8381-B1C8936F2161

4 Confirmation of Agreement

This is an agreed draft Statement of Common Ground with matters outstanding. National Grid
and Lower Thames Crossing (National Highways) agree that it is an accurate description of the
matters raised and the current status of each matter.

Signed for and on behalf of National Grid:

Date:

21/07/2026

Date:

National Grid | May-2026July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury 61
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Abbreviations

Abbreviation

Full Reference

AIL
AIS
AOD
AONB
BNG
CoCP
CSE
CTMP
DCO
EACN
EHO
EIA
ES
Gl
GW
LLFA
LVIA
NCR
NETS
NPSs
PEIR
PRoW
SoCG
SoCC
SPz
WFD
WSI
Zol

Abnormal Indivisible Loads

Air Insulated Switchgear

Above Ordnance Datum

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Biodiversity Net Gain

Code of Construction Practice

Cable Sealing End

Construction Traffic Management Plan
Development Consent Order

East Anglia Connection Node
Environmental Health Officer
Environmental Impact Assessment
Environmental Statement

Ground Investigation

Gigawatt

Lead Local Flood Authority

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
National Cycle Route

National Electricity Transmission System
National Policy Statements

Preliminary Environmental Information Report
Public Right of Way

Statement of Common Ground
Statement of Community Consultation
Source Protection Zone

Water Framework Directive

Written Scheme of Investigation

Zone of Influence

National Grid | May-2026July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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National Grid plc

National Grid House,
Warwick Technology Park,
Gallows Hill, Warwick.
CV34 6DA United Kingdom

Registered in England and Wales
No. 4031152
nationalgrid.com
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